P&OQuiseto PapuaNew Guinea¢ November2013
By Georgie

Firstlyl havenow beenadvisedthat we sayPapuawrong. It is pronouncedParpoo-a. Anotherthing you
learnfrom goingto a New Country!

Thiswasthe first cruisethat P& havedoneto PapuaNew Guineasothat iswhat | wasexcitedabout. It is
one of our closestneighbourgo Australiabut off the radarfor mostpeople. | mustsayl wasblown away
goingthere. Thetrip way exceededmy expectations.

Thefirst port of cdl in PNGwasAlatou.ForPNGt isarelativelybig town but for usmore the sizeof a
countytown. Aswe were pullinginto Portin Alatouwe were greetedbut dozensof canoegspeltKanuin
PNG)with worriersinsidein their traditional wear callingout their criesof greetingto us. Theircanoes
haveabout 10 meninsideand are their traditionally madefrom adugout tree.

Toheartheir criesof greetingin their languaggwhichthey haveover 3000in PNGalone)wasamazing A
big shiphasnevercalled into here sothesepeoplehad neverseensomethinglike this before. Theshores
were lined with localswho had cometo seethis hugeevent. Theport hadlocaltribes dancingand singing
for uson arrival.

Thereisabigfestivalheldin Alotaueveryyea whichisthe Kenu& kudufestival(canoeandsailingboat
festival). Thiswasthe only sailingfor P&Othat co-insideswith the festival. Whatan amazingsite. Tribes
comefrom all over,somecanoeingfor 3 weeksto getto the festival.Eachtribe hastheir own traditional
wearandsongs(alongwith their own languages)With over40tribesin attendanceit waslike stepping
into the pagesof the NationalGeographic!

Asall the tribes havetheir own songsanddancesjt wasgreatto seeother localswatchingaswell.



Our 2" port of callwasKirawinalsland.Thislslandis famousfor their versionof cricket. Theyusea branch
from atree asabat anda guavafruit for a ball. Matcheshaveup to 300 playersand eachhit/run hasits
own songanddance.Needlesgo saysomematchesgoon for weeks!

Asno big shipshavebeento anyof thesePortsbefore, P&Ohadto buildthe 2 S (i il éveydplaceevenjust
to takethe tenderboatsto getusall to shore.OnKirawinathere is a greatjetty out overthe CoralReef.All
the locals(andl meanALLthe localg camedownfor the dayto seeus. Thiswasa HUGHleal. Most of
thesepeoplehadneverseenwhite ¥ S f befbr€lat alonea hugeshipandto top it off the PNGPrime
Minister flew in on hishelicopteraswell! Thelocalswere gobsmackedo saythe leag! Theyareall so
happyandallwantto sayoHellcE with a greatbig smile. Theywere obviouslyadvisedto spendtime
makingcarvingsfrom woodto sellto ustouristsbut asyou usuallyl NJSaffavédto bringthem backinto
Australianot manypeoplebrought any ( whichis a shameasthosethat did buy them, Quarantineallowed
them throughno worries!).



We took somegifts for the kidssowe went overto the schooland spoketo ateacherthere. Hesaidit

% | & gigachoolbut hisschoolbut from anotherscool on the other sideof the island,and camewith all

the kidsin the backof atruck andit took them 24hrsto getthere (andA (p@ablyonly 10kmaway).The
kidsR 2 yh&établesand chairsthey sit on the concretefloor (helpskeepthem cool!) and they write with
chalkon slates. We took heapsof pencilsfor them andthey were very appreciativeeventhoughtheyR 2 v Q (i
usethem. Theyall learnin Englisithough.
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Thisis Frazemwith the kidsat the school.

Thelslanditself is stunning! Thewater is crystalclearwith heapsof Coral.Nothingtoo closeto shorebut
lots a bit further out. Alocalboy statedtakingkidsfor aride in his Kenu(canoe)and chargingsKenafor
(approx$1)whichthe kidsloved.Hismum anddad were very proud of him by the end of the day!

Thisis Hunterandthe localboywho took him for a ride.



Thelocaltribes herewere stunningtoo. Evenall the schoolsput on a dancefor us!

TheShiphadtrouble anchoringhere and keepfloatingawaysothe Captainsaidd . dzAiFKSENE éamein
socloseto shoreto drop anchorwe thoughwe might get shipwreckedhere!
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Wealmostbecamdocals!
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Backat anchorat a safedistance!



OurnextdestinationwasDoinilsland.An Aussieguy haspurchasedhe whole Islandand setup hisown
Resort.Whatanamazingplace.Thiswould rival any SouthPacifidsland.Theyhavebuilt 8 Buresalongthe
watersedgeandall have2 bedrooms.Theyare beautifullybuilt andwould be anamazindocationto hire
out the Islandfor a group. http://www.doiniisland.com/index.php

We were verywell lookedafter here. Theyseta BBQup andhada bar running.The localscamedown with
shellsto sell¢ whichmostwere amazingshells.All cleanedsothey are ok to bringbackto Australia.We
broughta Nautilusshellfrom them, whichwashup on the beachregularly. Thekidsherewere really cute
too.

We alsomet anotherlocalwho | haveneverseenbefore or evenheardof calleda CusCus.

Doinilslandwasthe bestsnorkelingl Qddr& anywherein the world. Asmy hubbyis a Marine Biologistby
trade, anylocationin the world that is nearthe water we havebeensnorkeling Thisplacehadthe best
variety of hard and soft coralsL Qede®seen.Unfortunatelywith masspeopledescendingandbeingtold
repeatedlynot to standon the Reefthey still do, soit g 2 yr€nmainso pristinefor long.



http://www.doiniisland.com/index.php

Thisisatrue tropical Islandparadisewhere the rainforestmeetsthe seaandthere no crowdslet alone
neighbours.

Thiswasour lastPortof Callin PNGand | mustsayl the destinationexceededny expectationsl was
excitedaboutgoingto Alatoufor the Canodestivalandit wastruly amazingJustlike steppinginto the
pagesof aNationalGeographienagazinel R A RhAW®an expectationsaboutthe other Islandsasno one
hadvisitedthere before.| R A Rtlyir®R we would getto gosnorkelingas! thought there would be stingers
andcrocsin the water. Thefact | askedthe guyat the snorkelingshackonboardthe Shipwhenwe first
arrivedd O kve/actuallysnorkelthere dueto stingersand O N2 @rid Kisresponsewasd donQknowas
noneof the crewhavebeenthere and| justhire outthe S |j dzA LIRS\ yRig&@muchhope,but it was
truly amazing.

Thecruisel did wasthe only onethat co-insideswith the Kenu(canoe)festival,it waspretty special.The
other cruisesdo gofurther north in PNGto Rabulwhichhasa spectaculavolcanoto seeandlots of war
historytoo, soit will be different. | feel veryprivilegedthat | wason the first sailingto goto this amazing
placeasL (sMreovertime it will becomemore commercialied with masstouristsdescendingbut they
are limiting the visitsto 3 timesayearwhichwill help.

Now onto a brief report on the P&OPacificDawn. Asl havebeenon Carnival& Starcruisesbeforel know|
havebeenspoilt. P&Ois definitely only 3 star but shedoesoffer everythingyou couldwant. We took our
friendsalongwith usandit wastheir first time cruisingandthe ravedall dayeverydayabout how fantastic
it was.Thetop deckhasthe Buffetrestaurant,NZlcecreambar, drinksbar, swimmingpool,a LJI& @ l&ig
movie screen Many hoursare spenthere just enjoyingthe freshair and sunshne, live musicand of cause
whenthey comearoundaskingif youwant adrink, well its rude to sayNoA & i?®dcktailsfor the kids
too!



